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Progress Test Files 1–3  Answer Key


Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation

GRAMMAR

1
1
Does…have to

2
’ve been waiting

3
has been

4
had…decorated

5
don’t have

6
heard

7
had been working

8
is said

9
is expected

10
to be

11
was riding

12
hadn’t forgotten

13
knew

14
didn’t borrow

15
had

16
were / was
2
1
consequently

2
so as not to

3
As a result

4
since

5
understood to

6
It seems

7
would

8
Apparently

9
probably

10
bound to

11
should

12
won’t

3
1
each other

2
by myself

3
You

4
We

5
get used

6
to come

7
getting

8
have I been

9
No sooner had

10
got caught

11
have I heard

12
will I know

Vocabulary

4
1
colloquial
2
skills

3
employer

4
transcribe

5
praised

6
penniless

7
creak

8
competitive
9
yell
10
whistle
5
1
qualifications

2
timetable
3
opportunity
4
caught
5
house

6
into
7
being
8
own way

9
back

10
over
6
1
grit

2
head

3
collocation

4
turn

5
life

6
time

7
means

8
childcare
9
tight

10
deposit

7
1
runs

2
competition

3
ashamed

4
feeling
5
blizzard

6
scolded

7
opinions
8
depressing

9
faithful

10
sick

Pronunciation

8
1
synonym

2
turnover

3
value

4
trousers

5
enormous

6
screech

7
joke

8
mortgage

9
profession

10
experience

9
1
dominant
2
adhere
3
transcribe
4
register

5
misery

6
compete
7
gadget

8
nicknamed

9
haunting

10
awkward
Reading and Writing

Reading

1
1
B
2
A
3
B

4
B
5
C
6
A

7
C

8
A
9
B
10
C
2
1
C
2
A
3
G
4
F
5
B

WHO WANTS TO BE RICH?

A  It’s very common for people to say ‘Money doesn’t bring you happiness’. (1) They point to the very public problems of wealthy people and the evident misery some of them have. Money, the theory goes, makes them superficial and selfish, their lives often fall apart, and they miss out on the simple pleasures of life. Money is their top priority and because of this, they’ve got it all wrong.
B  Attitudes to the rich are also characterized by hatred. Typical images of wealthy people are that they are greedy, cruel people who’ve got what they’ve got by exploiting or abusing other people. The rich are often seen as bad characters whose pursuit of wealth has led them to treat good people with brutal force and whose behaviour has been either morally questionable or completely corrupt. (2) They can’t have got that rich by honourable methods, the thinking goes, they must have done something truly inexcusable.
C  Connected with this is a common belief that some of the rich, especially the young ones, don’t deserve their wealth. Some of them are spoilt brats, benefiting from the wealth of their parents and living empty lives of laziness and luxury, with nothing between their ears. Their lives have been all reward and no effort. And then there are the people in sport and the arts whose immense earnings are well-publicized. (3) Surely, people say, no one can be worth such sums. It’s outrageous that these people get such high incomes for doing what they do.
D  Even when people aren’t actually rich by most conventional definitions of the word, their lifestyles attract criticism from others. There is among many people a dislike of what they regard as a materialistic attitude to life. When they see people with big houses, luxury cars, and a mass of the top-of-the-range gadgets, they dismiss them as empty, foolish people with the wrong priorities in life. (4) How can they afford these things? Have they got heavily in debt to fund this lifestyle? (5) If so, how silly they are. Of course, some of this feeling can be attributed to envy. Most people have no direct contact with the truly rich, seeing them only via the media, but materialistic people are all around. The truly rich are considered to belong almost to another species, but the materialistic ones might well be in your neighbourhood.

E  So there’s a fairly common belief that money is ‘a bad thing’, or at any rate, having lots of it. But I think that in this envy and dislike of the rich, people are missing the point. (6) Money’s a big factor in just about everyone’s life. It’s often the only reason they get up and go to work. If you haven’t got it, life is very difficult. You need to get it for food, clothes and shelter, for yourself and maybe others. It’s the main reason why most people work – not for pleasure but to provide the necessities of life. What they are effectively doing is exchanging their time for money.

F  And this brings us to the key point about wealth. (7) It buys freedom, it buys time. If you’re rich, you don’t have to exchange your time for money, you don’t have to give so much time to an employer or dedicate all that time to the business of earning a living. You can use your time in any way you please, in ways that bring you some fulfilment. If you’re wealthy, you don’t have to be materialistic, nor do you have to be superficial and selfish. These are not iron rules. Disliking the rich because of what you read or learn about some of them in the media results from only a partial view of what having wealth means. Getting annoyed with materialistic people is based on a narrow view of what money brings. Some people squander wealth, some people don’t deserve it, some people want it for reasons you might take a dim view of. But the fact is, (8) wealth provides opportunities for the kind of life you would like to have.
G  So don’t knock it. Instead, think of ways you might be able to attain it. Focus on the goal of getting yourself into a position where you’re no longer trading your time for money. (9) Take control of your own time by becoming independently wealthy. You might say that’s easier said than done. Well, you might be right, but have you tried yet?
Writing

Student’s own answers.

Task completion: The task is fully completed and the answer easy to understand. 
(4 marks)

Grammar: The student uses appropriate structures to achieve the task. Minor errors do not obscure the meaning. (3 marks)

Vocabulary: The student uses a sufficient range of words and phrases to communicate the message clearly. (3 marks)

Listening and Speaking

Listening

1
1
E

2
A

3
G

4
H

5
C

2
1
B

2
A

3
A

4
C

5
B

Speaking

Interactive communication and oral production: The student communicates effectively with his / her partner, asking and answering simple questions, and where necessary initiating conversation, and responding. The student uses appropriate strategies to complete the task successfully. (10 marks)

Grammar and Vocabulary: The student uses a sufficient range of vocabulary and structure to communicate clearly. Minor occasional errors do not impede communication. (5 marks)

Pronunciation: The student’s intonation, stress, and articulation of sounds make the message clear and comprehensible. (5 marks)
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